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A Renowned Artist and Garden Designer Creates a Dramatic Sculptural Installation at Toronto Botanical Garden
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Great Photo Op

Tuesday July 12, 2010

10:30 a.m.

(Toronto, June, 2011) A playful and evocative temporary art installation is being created by celebrated artist and award-winning garden designer W. Gary Smith at Toronto Botanical Garden, and you’re invited to witness its finishing touches.

 
‘Stooks and Punes’ uses natural materials found exclusively on site or within the boundaries of the GTA to create lyrical, three-dimensional, natural-yet-other-worldly shapes. The installation is a precursor to the design phase for the TBG’s proposed new children’s garden, which will also be designed by W. Gary Smith. 

The artist drew his inspiration for “Stooks and Punes” from “…the (TBG) gardens, Canada’s agricultural history and my own childhood.” For example, “Punes” is a made-up word his brother gave to Gary’s numerous cowlicks. This whimsical play on the magical possibilities of nature will sit on the permanent site of the proposed children’s garden. 

With more than twenty-five years of experience in public garden design and master planning, W. Gary Smith has distinguished himself as a landscape designer who celebrates plants and the connections they offer between people and nature. A resident of Toronto, Gary is originally from the Delaware area where his early influences were Chanticleer, Longwood and Winterthur gardens, which shaped his love for working in botanical gardens. 

Gary’s recent and current projects include master planning and garden design for the new Santa Fe Botanical Garden; the Children’s Garden at the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center in Austin, Texas; new children’s features in Bryant Park in New York City; the Discovery Garden at the Brooklyn Botanic Garden; a therapeutic garden for the Birmingham Botanical Gardens, Alabama; and the John C. Wister Rhododendron Garden at Tyler Arboretum in Media, Pennsylvania. He is the ongoing restoration landscape architect for Winterthur Museum and Country Estate in Delaware. The TBG commission is his first in Canada. 

In 2011, Gary earned the Merit Award from the Association of Professional Landscape Designers for "Art Goes Wild"--an exhibition of eleven environmental art installations using native plants and materials from native plants, at the New England Wild Flower Society and a Gold Award for "Innisfree" - a private estate in central Virginia, featuring native gardens, meadows and woodlands; while the American Horticultural Society gave Gary an award for his book From Art to Landscape: Unleashing Creativity in Garden Design as well as the Landscape Design Award for his overall contributions to the profession.

About Toronto Botanical Garden

Toronto Botanical Garden is conveniently located in mid-Toronto (Lawrence and Leslie) in Edwards Gardens. Four acres of contemporary display gardens and a LEED® silver certified building are designed to educate and inspire urban dwellers, while demonstrating eco-friendly gardening practices and plant selections. The TBG offers gardening and earth-friendly programs and events for all ages, year-round. For more information about Toronto Botanical Garden, call 416-397-1341 or visit www.torontobotanicalgarden.ca. 
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