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Words that can be used to describe trees: 

 
Twig  
 

Evergreen- needles stay green all year round 

Leaf  
 

Deciduous- leaves drop off in the fall 

Branch 
 

Weeping- branches droop as if they are sad 

Trunk  
 

Shrub – small bush or tree 

Roots  Hedge – row of small shrubs or bushes 
    

Names of some of the flowers & trees that are in the park: 
 

Deciduous trees 
 
European Beech 
Norway Maple 
Japanese Maple 
Red Oak 
White Oak 
Ginkgo 
Littleleaf Linden 
Northern Catalpa 
Tulip Tree 
Horse Chestnut 
Magnolia 
Paper Birch 
Tulip Tree 
Honeylocust 
Saskatoon 
Serviceberry 
Weeping Mulberry 
Black Walnut 
Goldenchain Tree 
Crabapple 
 

Coniferous trees 
 
Weeping Nootka False 
Cypress 
Colorado Blue Spruce  
Norway Spruce 
Korean Fir 
Silver Fir 
White Pine 
Jack Pine 
Red Pine 
Larch 
Dawn Redwood 
 
Shrubs 
 
Bamboo 
Weigela 
Beauty Bush 
Redosier Dogwood 
Rhododendron 
Azalea 
 

Annual plants 
 
Impatiens                    Coleus 
Snapdragon                Cosmos 
Begonia                      Cleome 
Marigold                      Petunia 
 
Perennial plants 
 
Japanese Tree Peony 
Jackman Clematis (vine) 
Forget-me-not 
Lamb’s Ears 
Ornamental Onion 
Lungwort 
Daylily 
Primula 
Lady’s Mantle 
Bleeding Heart 
Shooting Star 
Astilbe 
Marsh Marigold 

 
Birds in the park:  Mallard Ducks, Canada Geese, Seagulls 
 
Animals in the park:  Squirrels, Chipmunks 
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Some of the vocabulary that we use in the park: 

 
River 
Creek 
Ravine/Valley 
Bridge 
Mill 
Waterwheel 
Rock garden 
Bog garden 
Greenhouse 
Tropical Plant 
History 
Settlers 
 

Pioneers 
Weeping 
Elephant 
Spring 
Native/non-native 
Symbol  
Horticulture 
Herb 
Perennial 
Annual 
Arboretum 
Fossil 
 

Ancestor 
Descendant 
Coniferous 
Deciduous 
Cultivar 
Hybrid 
Geology 
Recreation 
Historical Plaque 
Ericaceous 
Fragrance 
Demonstration Garden 
 

 
Words that are sometimes confusing because they have more than one meaning 

or are spelled two different ways: 
 

Spring:  This word can have 4 meanings. 
 

1. Spring the season of the year   
2. Spring like in a coil of wire 
3. Spring as in a verb to jump   
4. Spring like a small body of water  

 
Bark:  It has 2 meanings.                                     
 

1. Bark on the side of a tree trunk  
2. Bark as a verb like a dog barks  

 
Beech …  or Beach.  Which is which? 
 

1. Beech is the kind of a tree 
2. Beach is where you go to sit on the sand by the water’s edge. 

 
Fir or Fur? 
 

1. Fir is a kind of evergreen tree 
2. Fur is the hair on an animal.
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Reference Materials For Teachers 

 
Trees 
 
Manual of Woody Landscape Plants: Their Identification, Ornamental Characteristics, 
Culture, Propagation and Uses, Michael A. Dirr, 1983.Stipes Publishing Company. 
 
Red oaks & black birches: The science and lore of trees, Rebecca Rupp, 1990.  
 
Native Trees of Canada, R.C. Hosie, 1978. Fitzhenry & Whiteside Limited. 
 
Trees: A quick reference guide to trees of North America, Robert H. Mohlenbrock & 
John W. Thieret, 1987. Macmillan Publishing Company. 
 
Eastern Trees, George A. Petrides, 1988.  Peterson Field Guides 
 
 
Plants & Gardens 
 
Plants for shade & woodland, Allen Paterson, 1987. Fitzhenry & Whiteside Limited. 
 
Dictionary of plant names, Allen J. Coombes, 1994. Timber Press. 
 
The Gardener’s Encyclopedia of Plants & Flowers, Christopher Brickell, ed. 1989. 
Dorling Kindersley. 
 
 
History & Geology 
 
Don Valley Legacy: A Pioneer History, 1986. The Boston Mills Press. 
 
Remembering the Don: A rare record of earlier times within the Don River Valley, 
Charles Sauriol, 1981. Consolidated Amethyst Communications. 
 
The Physiography of Southern Ontario, L. J. Chapman & D. F. Putnam, 1984. Ministry 
of Natural Resources 
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